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Churchyard, LON DON. 


&--+2; Here ſend you two Letters, ( the 
«| 288 firſt writ im the year 1667, ) both 
SEAS, writ by a prudent and Conforma- 

* ble quiet Citizen of London, to two Bro- 
thers, that now are, or were zealous, and buſic 
Shop-keepers in Coventry ; towhich place T 
came lately ; and by accident met with a grave 
Divine, who commended them to my reading : 
eAnd having done what he defired ; I thought 
them to ſpeak ſo much real truth, and clear 
reaſon, and both ſo lovingly and ſo plainly, that 

I thought them worth my tranſcribing ; and 
0w, upon ſecond thoughts, think them worth 
Printins, in order to the 1nbegwlins many 

A 3 men 


The Epiltle. 
men that mean well, and yet have been too 

buſie in medling, and decrying things they un- \ 
derſland not. Pray, get them to be read by {| 
ſome perſon of honeſty and judgment : eAnd | 
if he ſhall think as I do, then let them be 
Printed; for I hope they may turn ſone- 

what to your own profit, but much more to 

the benefit of any Reader that has been mi- 
ſtaken, and 1s willing to be unbeguied. 


May 29. God keep you Sir, 


z 6830, 


Your Friend. 


NN. 


ESTI 
\ 


THE FIRST 


LEITIER 


CONCERNING 


COMPREHENSION, 
Written 1667. 


Good Confſin, 


Am forry, that the Parliaments caſting out the Bzll 
of Camprehenſion ſhould fo much concern you as to 
put you into (uch a paſſion as you expreli againit them, 
and me, at our laſt nights meeting. Sure the Compa- 
ny you now converſe with, and the firange Principles with 
which they have now poſlcſi you, have alter*d your nature, pue 
turn'd your former reaſon into prejudice, and unbelief; it nor, 
you would have bclieved what I did fo (criouſly :thrm to bea 
known truth: namely, 7 bat this Age i not mare ſevere againſt 
the diſturbers of the ſettied Peace and Government of the Church 
and State, than they were in the very happy days of our late and 
Good © ueen Elizabeth Some of the Realons why I faid fo 
I do with very much aff.ction tender to your Contideration, 
and toyour Cerſure too; and, that the laſt may be the more 
charitable, and you not apt to inake the errours or failings of * 
your Governours, ſeem more or greater than indecd they 
are 5 Ict me intreat that you r: member what I have very often 


ſaid to youz namely, That maliciows men ( of whom —_— I 
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do not take you to be one ) are the beſt Accuſers, and the worſt 
Fudges. And indeed Ifear it would prove to be a very bit- 
ter truth, if ſome did attain that power which too many 1a- 
bour for in theſe days, in which Schiſm and Sedition are taken 
to be no finsz even by men who pretend a tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience in much ſmaller matters. 

And, that I may keep ſome order, and you be the better 
ſictishicd in what I intend in this Letter; 1 carneſily intreat 
that you will at your next Iciſure read in Mr. Cambdeny true 
Hiſtory of the Lite and Reign of our Good Q cen Elizabeth , 
in wh'ch you may find, what care was then taken to prevent 
Schiſm, and the {ad contulion that attends it; ard, how the 
Contrivers ot Libc!s, and difperſers of them, have been (e- 
vercly puriith. z many of them even to death; as namely, 
Henry Barrow, and many of his Sectaries for diſturbing the 
pu>!ick pcace ot the Nation, by ſcattering abroad th-ir monſte- 
row Opinions as alto, for afthrming the Church of Exglaud 
to be no true Church; and the like ; Which you may find 
written by che (ſaid Mr. Cambden in the thirty-fixth vear of 
that Good Qu: ens Reign. 

But, I commend more eſpecially to your Conſideration, the 
fiory and fad dcath of Hacker, and his Adherents; as namely, 
of IVigirton, Arthingtoa, and Cepinger, all Schilmaticks, and 
of one Sc& and Brotherhood : But I ſay, I do moſt ſeriouſly 
commend to your Confideration the beginning and death of 
the ſaid Hacketz who was firſt a pretender toa tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, but a Schiſmatick 3 and ttopt not there, but be- 
came by degrees, ſo fully poſſelt by the evil ſpirit, the ſpirit of 
pride and oppoſition, that he publickly reviled the Queen, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Lord Chanccilour ;z and 
bing tranſported witha turious Zeal did at laft become from 
a Schiſmatick to be ſo infamous an Heretick, that he was con- 
demned to death for his abominable Errors; at which time he 
reviled and cnrr'd bis Judges and died blaſpbeming and re- 
proaeching bis Creator : This you may red in the Thirty-fourth 
year of Quicen Elizabeth, as it is written by honeſt Icarned 
Mr. Cambden, who concludes this fad fiory of Hach-t with 
this obſcrvation, Thus doth tbe enemy of Mankind bewntch thoſe 
men whom he ſs«th are not concent to he wiſe unto ſybricty, Thele 
Gorics I (lay, and too many like them, v*1 may hnd in 
Mr.Camb 
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Mr. Cambdens Hiſtory of Queen Elizabeth; and you may find 
the like in Biſhop Sporſwoods Hifiory of the Church of Scot- 
land , and alſo find the like in Mr. Fallers Hiltory of the 
Church of Great Frittaty; in which you may obſerve what 
1abour hath becn uſed by the diſcontented Non-conformiſts to 
unſertle the Government of the Church of Exgland, and con- 
ſequently of the Statez and may there alſo tind, how ſevere. 
ly many of them have.been puniſhed : So that you need not 
wonder at what i faid laſt night; nor thiuk th:ſe the only times 
of perſecuting men of tender Conſciences. | 

Aud tor the better conti: mation of what 1 now write, I 
will refer you to one teſtimony more, in the titze of our late 
peaceful King Fames * Which teſtimony you may view in the 
ſccond Volume ot the Reports of Judge Crook, a man very 
learned in the Law. But, I ſhall firit tell you the occation of 
that Report, which was this, © The Non-contormiſts ( which 
< arc in that Report called by the name of Puritans )) had gi- 
&« yen out that the King had an intent tc ſet up or give a [oleration 
« tg Popery 3 and, they had alſo compos'd a large Pctition 
« complaining of the ſevcrity of ſome uſage, and of (ſome 
« Laws that concerned thcmlelves3 and dcfired that the (cve- 
« rity of thole Laws might be mitigated; theſe and other 
« like detires were in the (aid Pctition , to which they had 
&* procurcd not lefs than {:ven hundred hands and the cloſe 
« of the Petition was, That if theſe defires were not granted, 
« many thouſmds of his Snbjcts would be diſcontented ; Which 
<« jndecd was not a threatning, but was undertitood to be ſore- 
« what like it. 

This report of his Majcſties intent to ſet up or tolerate Popery, 
begot many fears aud diſcontents in the Nation, and to pre- 
vent greater difiurbances the King did appoint many of his 
Privy Council, ard all che Judges of the Land, to meet toge- 
ther in the Stzr-Chimber , in which Aﬀembly the Lord Chan- 
ccllour d:clared to them the occation of this their publick 
Convention 5 and acked the Judges this tollowing queltion 2 
( 4s you way read it in the very ſame words in the ſaid 
learned judges Reports in the ſecond year of the Reign of King 
Jam $.) 

Wheiher it were a" "ffence puniſhable, and what puniſhment 
they deſerved, who fre. 1 Petitions and collcfted a multitude of 
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bands thereto, to prefer to the King in a publick cauſe as the Paxi- 
tans had done, with an intimation to the King, that if be de- 
nied their Suit, many thauſands of bis Subjeds would be diſcon- 
texted. 

IV hereto all the Fudges anſwered.that it was an offence finable at 
diſcretion, and very near Treaſon and Felony in the puniſhment ; 
for, they tend:'d to the railing Sedition, Rebellion, and Diſcon- 
tent amore tie People: To which Refolntion a" the Lords agreed. 
And theu many of the Lords declared, That ſome of the Puritans 
bal raiſed a falſe rumour of the King, That be intended to grant 
a Toler-:tion to Papiſts ; Which offeiice the Fudges conceived t9 be 
b 1i10uſly finable bythe Rules of th: Commou Law, either in the 
Kings Bunch, or by the King and bis Council ; or now, ( fince 
the Statute of the Third of Henry the Seventh in the Star- 
Chamber. And th:Lords ſever:ly declared, How much the 
King ws diſcontented with the ſaid falſe rumour, and had made 
but th» day before a Proteſt ation to them, that hc never intendedit ; 
and, that he wonld ſpend tbe laſt drop of blond in bis body, before 
he would dy it and prayed, That bcfore he or any of his 
Iſſue ſhould maintain any other Religion than what he truly 
prof: fſcd and maintained, That God would take them out of 
the World. 

Tis you may find in that Report of that Learned Judge, 
aSit was left an:ong many other of Reports, all exactly writ- 
ten with his own hand 3 and, as they are now publiſhe by 
Sir Herebottle Grimftone, who is now the worthy, Maltcr of 
the Rolls, And you may note, that the ſaid Reports were pub- 
liſh: in the year 1658. at which tie, Olzver the Tyrant was in 
his full power and, you may there find, that even all 01;- 
vcrs Judpes allowed theſe Reports to be made publick, and 
ſubſcribed their Names to thems and with Oliver*s conſent 
doubtleſs. For, he had found, that thoſe very Non contor- 
mitts, whoſe Sedicion helpt him into bis power; became 
aſtcyr a ſhort time as reſtleſs and diſcontent with him, as 
they had been with their Jawtul King 3 and indeed as 
willi g to pull him down, as thcy had been diligent co ſet him 
up. 
Tens Couſin ! thi {: Places, to which T have referred you, 
for a Teſtimcny of what 1 ſaid, arc not to be doubted and, 


though you would not thcn give any credit to what I 
allured 
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2ſſared you I knew to be a rruth; yet I hope you now will : 
It not, ſearch. an! you ſhall had them tru: 

And now f.riouſly Sir! let me appcal to your own 
Conlcience, and ak ( though you weuld not then be- 
licve mie }) how ealily would you have given credit to 
any ſtraiiger, that had biought you news of any error 
committed by any Fiſh1p or their Chaplainsz or by any 
of ihe Conformable Clergy, though ti:cre were not any 
reaſonable Probaviiny tor it, Dcar Coutin, contider what I. 
fay, arid cenhider there 15 a great ſtock of innocent bloud to be 
anſwered i613 not only the bioud of our late Vertwwus King 
and tie blyud of the -4rchbiſbop of Canterbury, and the 
Lord Straffors, whoſe deaths were occalioned by the indiſcreet 
zeal ar: : r«lilels fury and clamours of the Non-contormiſts ; 
And not only the bloud of thcſe, but the ruine of many good: 
and innoccut Families, that now eat the bread of ſorrow, by 
being umpuverithed and undon by theſe troubleſom Pretenders 
to Coniciince « and which is worle, there is a corruption of. 
the innocerice and manne1s of the greatett part of the Nation 
to be an{wered tors, and all this occationed by our Jate Civil 
Wu , aid thit War, occalioned by.the fury and zcal of the 
dilcontented reficis Nun contormuis; and them only; and 
note, that till chen we knew not the name of Independent, or - 
of Seeker, Or Duker. Coifin theſe are the ſad effects of theſe 
butie-bodicsz wany of whom God hath ſill fo blinded that 
they cannot yet ice the Errors they have run themſelves and 
the Nation into nay, that would imbroil it again into grea- 
ter ruine than not be complied with in their peeviſh detires, 
which they miſcail tenderneſs of Conſcience. Dear Coulin, 
I will not (ay all, but indced, too many of the men with 
whom you comply, and do fo much magnihe, are too like 
Simeon and Levi, that were Brethren in this Iniquity. And 
as you love the peace of the Church, in which you were Bapti- 
zcd ; and the peace of the Land in which you were born, and 
the Laws by which you evjoy what you have 3 nay, as you 
love the peace of your own Soul, draw back, and Jct it not 
enter any miore into their Councils or Confederacy 3 but at 
latt take notice that though neither you, nor any of your Aﬀo- 
ciates {cruple at the {in of Schiſm or Sedition, but ruſh into it 
without Conlideration os fear, cven as a Horſe ruihes into 
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the battcl; yet, I pray take notice that St, Pawl in his Fpi- 
{tle to the Galatians, reckons it with the decds of the ficth, 
even with Mezurder and IVitchcraft , whici you ſo much abhor ; 
and Ict me tcll you, many thitk Sedi:z5n a miore hainous fin 
than they, by reaſon of the more evil and d.iructive cfedts 
of it ; tor, Murdcy may become [0 by takivg awey the lite of 
but one fingle perſon; And Witchcraft hath 'its limits and 
bounds (ct to it, perhaps fo as notto take away the lite of any 
man, but only 'o do miſchict to a fingle perſon, or a Family, 
and mult cvd there. But who knows the limits of Seditioy? Or, 
when the hre is kindld, which is intended by [:ditious men, 
who can,who 1s able to quench it ? And tor forr:: procts of the 
miſcrable «ffs of it, though I might give you tov many 
inſtanccs of them'in former times; yeiI will only refer you to 
the late Long Parliaments now treth in memory, ard the wottl! 
cffcs of that Civil War, begot ard maintained by ſchiſ- 
matical, {cditious, diſcontented men, that believed tham- 
ſelves fit to be Reformers, when God knows wcll they were 
not. 

And for the ſorrow you exprels for thoſe men of tender 
Conlciences, that are ſcandalizcd at wearing a Savplice, baeel- 
ing at receiving the Sacrament, the Croſs in Baptiſm, and the 
like; and would have them theret:>re taken away, that ſo ma- 
oy, fo lcarned, and fo gd ly Men night by taking them away, 
be brought to a Conformity. and made capable of preaching 
the Goſpel, which otherwifc they cannot do, by being (canda- 
lized at theſe Ceremnnics : 

I now ask you, What if more men, and more learned 
wea.and more godiy men,and as tender-conlcienced men. (hall 
be ſcandalized by their being taken away ? What care will 
you, or thoſe of your arty, take tor their tender Conſcicn- 
ces? Nay, lack again, What ii we forget or neglect the ten- 
der Conſcicnces ot our own Party, and comply with yours ? 
What {:curity can you or they give us, that this ſhall ſatisfie 
them ſoas to a*:k no more when this 15 granted ? Or, that a 
year hence their Diſciples, or their Succettours ſhall refi (atish- 
ed with whar is now dcfired or granted? Rea'ly, T cannot 
think any ſecurity can be given, but that all this being gran- 
ted, yet any man of a melancholly, or a malicious, or 2 Ppce- 
viſh, or a tantaliical, or a wanton Conſcience z or a Conlſci- 

cence 
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ence that inclines to get reputation, and court applauſe, may 
call his own a tender Conſc ence, and become f(editious, and 
retil-ts, if his tender Conſcience be not complicd with : And 
ſono end of their defires, nor any more latcty by granting 
what is deft1ed. 

I thall nc xt evdeavour to fatistie your defire, or rather your 
challenge, why I go fo conltiantly ty the Charch Service z and 
my anſwer (hall bcall in love and in lincerity. 

«<[Ipgo to adore ard worthipmy God who hath made me of 
© nothing. and preſerved me from being worle than nothing, 
© And ihis Worthip and Adoration I do pay him inwardly in 
© my Soul, an: tcliife it outwardly by my bchaviourz as 
« nam-ly, by my Adoration, in my forbcaring to cover my 
© hcad in that place dedicated to God, and only to his Ser- 
« yices and alfo, by ftarding up at the profctlion of the 
« Crecy, which contains the (cveral Articles that I and all 
<« tric Chiiftians proicls and believe and alſo by my ſtanding 
<« up it giviag Giory #2 the Father, the Son, and to the Holy 
« Ghoſt > and contciling them to be Three Pexfous, and but one 
© God. 

«* And ({cconaly ) I zo to Church to praiſe my God for my 
« Creation and Redemption, and for his many dehverances of 
© me fron thi many dangers of my Body, and more efpeci- 
« ally ot my Soul intending me Rederwption by the death of 
« his Son my Saviour z and tor the conttant affifiance of his 
* Holy Spiritz ap.rof which Praiſe I pertorm frequently in 
« the Fialins, which are daily read in the Publick Congre- 
<« gation, 

«* And( thirdly : I go to Church publickly to conſels and 
« bewail my tins, 2nd to bey pardon tor them, tor his merits 
©« who dicd to reconcile me and all Mankind unto God, who 
« is both hi« and uy Father; and as tor the Words in which 
« T beg this mcrcy> they be che Letany and Collects of the 
<« Church, con:pr{:d by thoſe lJezrncd and devout men whom 
«youand | hav: t-ulted rote us wnich ts, and witich is not 
« the writtcor Word of God, and trultcd alf> to tranſlate 
« thoſe Scriptures in'o Engliſh. And in thele Coliccts you 
« may note, that | pray abſolutely tor pardon of tin, and tor 
« grace to believe and icive God ; But I pr-y tor bea!th, anl 
© peace, and plcnry, condmtionally, even lo tar as they may tend 
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< to his Glory, and the good of my Soul, and not further : 
* And this conffling my fins, and bzgging mercy and pardon 
<« forthem;'I do in my adoring my God, and by the humble 
* potture of knecling on ' my knees before Him : And in 
« this manner, and, by reverend fitting to hear ſome choſen 
«© parts of Gods Word read in the Publick Aſſembly I ſpend 
© one hour of the Lords day every Forenoon ; and halt fo 
© much time every Evening. And, fince this uniform and 
© devout cuftom, ot joyning together in Publick onfeſſiog, 
« and Praiſe, and Prayer, and Advration of God, and in oe 
*- manner, hath been negle&ed, the power of Chriſtianity 
* and humble Piety is ſo much decayed, that it ought not to 
* be thought on, but with ſorrow and lameutation : And, I 
< think eſpecially by the Non-conformilſts. 

And lattly, (for am tedious beyond my intention) where- 
as you, and your Party, would have the Biſhops and Cathedral- 
'Church Lands fold to ſupply the pretent necefhrics of the Na+ 
tion; If:y, fiſt, God prevent the Nation from ſuch n«cclie 
ties, as ſhall make them guilty of ſo many Curles as have been 
by the Doners of thoſe Linds intailed with thole Lands upon 
thoſe men, that alicnate them to any other uſe than tor the uſe 
of thoſe that ſhall ſerve at God's Altarzto which end the Pricfis 
Portion was kept with Care and Conſcience till the days of 
King Henry the Eighth, who is noted, to make the firſt breach 
of thoſe Oaths that were always taken and kept by his Pre- 
deceſſors, and taken by himſclf too, to prefcrve the Church- 
Lands; and it is noted, that he was the firlt Violator of thoſe 
many Laws made alſo to preſerve them 3 out of which Lands 
he took, at the diſſolution of the Abbies, a part tor himſelf; 
exchanged a part with others, that thirlied to thrive by the 
diffolution 3 and gave the reſt to be ſhar d amongſt the Com- 
plying Nobility, and other Families, that then were in giea- 
tclt power and favour with him; concerning which (if you 
defire a further information ) I refer you to a little Treatiſe 
written by the Learned Sir Herry Spelmas, ( called De non 
temerandis Feeleſiis, ) and eſpecizl'y to the Preface before it; 
in which you may find many fad Obſervations of the ſaid 
King and tind there alſo, that morc of the Nobility, and 
thoſe other Families, and their Children that then (hared the 


Church: Lands, came to die by the Sword ot Juſtice, _ 
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othcr eminent misfortunes in twenty years, than had ſuffered 
in four hundred years before the liffolutionz and for a proof 
of which,he rcters you to the Parliament Rolls of the twenty- 
ſeventh of that King, 

And to me it ſeems fit that the Obſervations of the ruine, 
and misfortune of the other Families that were ſharers of the 
Church-Lands, made by that pious and learncd Knight lince 
the (aid twenty years, ( which he left written ) are not 
alſo made publick 3 but, poſſibly they may pare too near the 
quick, and are therefore yet forborn, 

I will ſay nothing of Queen Elizabeth ; but for King Fames, 
I will ſay he did neither follow King Heary's, nor her Preli- 
dent; and his Childrens Children fit this day upon his 
Throne. And tor his Son, Charles the Firſt, ( who 1s julily 
called the Martyr for the Church : ) He had alſo well conſidered 
the Oaths taken by all his Anceſtors, and by Himſelf too at his 
Coronation, ts preſerve the Lands axd Rights of the Church; and 
therefore in his Book of Pcnitential Meditations and Vows, 
made in his ſad Solitude and Impriſonment at H»lmby ; you 
may,in that Chapter of the Covenant there find, that at that time 
when he apprehended Himlelt in danger of death, yer, that 
this was then his Reſolution. 


The principal end of ſome men in this Covenant is the abaſing of 
Epiſcopacy #to Presbytery, and of robbing the Church of its 
Lands and Revenues > But I thank God as no man lay more open to 
the ſacrilegiow temptation of uſurping them, ( which iſſuing chiefly 
from the Crown, are held of it, and can legally revert only tothe 
Crown with my conſent ) ſo I have always had ſucha perfet ab- 
borrence of it in my Soul, that 1 never found the leaſt inclination 
to ſuch ſacrilegious reformings, and yet no man hath a greater 
defire to have ! iſhops and all Church-men ſo reformed, that they 
may beſt deſerve and #ſe, #ot oxuly what the pious munificence of my 
Predeceſſors have given to God and the Church, but all other addi- 
tions of Chriſtian bounty. 

But wo neceſſity ſhall ever ( T hope) drive me or mine to invade 
or ſell the Priejts Lands which Pharaoh's Divinity and |ofſeph's 
true Piety abhorred to do. Thad rather live,as my Predeceſſor Henry 
the Third ſometimes did, on the Churches Alms, than violently to 
take the Bread out of the Biſhops and Miniſters mouths. 

C There 
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There are ways enouph to repair the breaches of the ſtate withont 
the ruins of the Church , as I would be a reſtorer of the one, ſo T 
wind not be an Oppreſſor of the other, under the pretence of pub- 
lick debts 3 the occaſions of contrafing them were bad enough, but 
ſuch a diſcharging of them would be much worſe. I pray God 
acither T nor mine may be acceſſary of either, 


Sir, I have been longer than T intended; for which I crave 
your pardon ; and beg of God, that you may at laſt ſeeand | 
well conlider the many errors that your indiſcrect zcal hath led 
you into; and that you and your Party may ſee alſo the many 
miſerics it hath helpt to bring upon others; and that for the 
remainder of your days you and they may redeem the time 
paſi, by repenting your indiſcreet zeal, and ftudy to be quiet, 
and to do your own buſineſs; to this I ſhall encourage you, and 
that done, to live as unoffenſively to others, and as ſirictly to 
your felt as you do intend, and by God's grace added to your 
endeavours, he (hall make you able; and I humbly belcech 
Almighty God, that you and I may daily practile an humble 
and a peaceable piety, (o humble and peaccable a picty as may 
ftop the mouths of all gain-ſayers ; for, it is certain ſuch holy 
and quiet living will bring peace at the laſt. And in this the 
Almighty God give me grace tobe like you. 


Stady to be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, 1 The(. 4.11. 


Febryary the 18, 
1667, 


Your AﬀeTionate Friend, 
and Coſin, 


R. W. 


THE SECOND 


LETTER: 


— 


Dear Couſin, 


Return you, my unfeigned thanks for your Letter of the 
I5. inflent, which I received three days paſt; it was 
mixt with love and anger, but I ſhall in this my anſwer, 
obſcrve what you fo carncſily defire 3 namely, not to ju- 
fiitie the Errors or Irregularities of thoſe that you call my Par- 
ty, or my Clergy. And tor ſome teliimony, that I will do what 
I profe is, I will begin with a Gontcfſion, that T think as you 
ſiy ; That when a Clergy-man appears in along, curled, trim 
Periwig a large Tippet, and a filk Caſſock, or the like vain 
and coltly Cleathing : It he preaches againſt Pride, and for 
Mortification, his Hearers are neither like to bclicve him, or 
piaciie what he preaches, either then, or at other times, 
though what hc ſays bean undoubted truth ; Becauſe Example 
is of greater power to incline men to Vice, than Precepts have 
to pertuade to Virtue. AndI wiſh as heartily as yuu do, that 
all ſuch Clergy-mens Wives as have filk Cloaths, be-daubed 
with Lace, and their heads hanged about with painted Ri- 
bands, were enjoyncd Penance tor their pride: And their 
Hu<bands puniſht tor being lo tame, or (o lovingly-fimple, as 
to (iffer them; for, by (uch Cloaths, they proclaim their 
own Ambition, and their Husbands tolly, 

And I ſay the like, concernivg their tiriving for Precedency 
and for the higheſt places in Church Pcws, 

And I wiſh as heartily as you do, thar double Benctices were 
not diſpenſed with, to fuch an inconvenience as i5 now too 
viſible. And that no Uiſperſations migint be granted for any 
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man to be Prehend, or , Canon- Reſidentiary of two Churches ; 
Such as Weſtminſter and Durbam, or Windſor and 
Wells: Becauſe Reſidence, and the other duties, required in 
thoſe places, is not confitient with their dittance trom each 
other; nor, with the Donors intention: And allo, becauſe 
ſuch a lingle Prebexd, is a fair ſupport for an humble Clergy- 
man, and it he be proud or covetous, he delerves not fo 
much, 

And, I confeſs alſo, what you ſay of a Clergy-mans bid1ing 
to faſt on the Eves of Holy-days, in Lext, and the Ember 
Weeks : And I with thoſe biddings were forborn, or better 
practiſed by themſelves 3 for it is too vilible they do not what 
the Church for good reaſons enjoyns them 3 and they others, 
in the Churchcs name. 

And, I wiſh as heartily as you can, that they would not on- 
ly read, but pray, the Common Prayer z and, not huddle it 
up (© faſt, ( as too many do _) by getting into a middle of a 
ſecond Collc&, before a devout Hearer can ſay Amen to the 
firſt, 

But, you ought to conlider, that there be Ten thouſand 
Clergy-men in this Nation, ( tor there are Nine thouſand Pa- 
riſh-Churches in it, befides Colledges and Chappels ) and the 
number of thcm that be thus taulty are not many, when com- 
pared with thoſe that be grave,and regular : And,I could name 
many of the Epiſcopal Clergy, whole lives arc fo Charitable, Hum- 
ble, and Innocent, that they might lay to their Pariſhioncrs, as 
St, Paul of himſclt to his Philippians, Walk ſo as you have me for 
an Example. But, I muſt conte(s there are too many that do 
not liveſo z and, with whom am as much oftended, as you 
expreſs your (clt tobe. 

And now, having unbowelled my very foul thus freely to 
you, and I proteſt, as ſincercly and truly as I can cxpreſs my 
(clf : My hope is, that I ſhall in what tollows appcar to be fo 
unintereſtcd in any Party, that where I ſpeak evident truth 
ard reaſon, you will affcnt unto itz in which Þope, I will 
endeavour to lay betore you, in my plain way, the many in- 
conveniences, that would 1 think follow, it that liberty were 
granted which you and your Party have ſo long, and do (till 
ſo earneſtly firive tor; the cf dts of which liberty would be 
Schiſm, Herefc, Rebellion, and Miſery, trom which God prevenc 
us. Idid 
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Idid in a Letter,writ now ſome years paſt,cndeavour to un- 
begujle your Brother : And, though it did not at that preſent 
wholly do whatI dctigned; yet it abated fo much of that fu- 
rious zeal that had prepoſſelt him, that he declared on his 
death-bed, ** The remembrance of thoſc hours ſpent in devoti- 
«on, and as of Charity, were then his comtort, and thoſe 
« (pent in diſputes, and oppolition to Government, were now 
«a Corrolive, or © as Slomon ſays of ill-gotten riches} 
like gravel in bis teeth. And my dcar Cozen, in hope of the 
like good ſucceſs, I ſhall, in the following part of my Lerter, 
commend the ſame, or like Arguments to your conhideration 
in order to the undcceiving, you : And I ſhall not be fo curious 
for words or method, as diligent to fpcak reaſon and rruth 
plainly, and without provocation, 

And firſt, I will confider our happinc(s that were born, bap- 
tized, and do now live in the Church of England, which 1s 
belicved by the moit learned of all Forcigu Churches, to be the 
moſt Orthodox and Apoſtolical, both tor Dofrixe and Diſcipline, 
of all thoſe very many that have rcformed trom the corrupti- 
ons of the Church of Rome. And1I think it 13 worthy your no- 
ting 3 that thoſe Fiſhops and Marzyrs, that aflilicd in this Re- 
formation, did not ( as Sir Henry FYotton laid wiſely ) think 
the farther they went from the Church of Rome, the nearer they 
got to heaven, ( tor they might go too tar ) but, they did with 
prudent and deliberate confideration, retain what was conſt- 
ftent with Gods Word, and the practice of the moſi Apoltoli- 
cal, Primitive,and pureſt times 3 as may appear by the many un- 
an{werable realons that have becn given againſt both the No#- 
Conformiſts and Papiſts that have excepted againſt our Retor-. 
mation: The tirfi, for retaining too much 5, and the latter, for 
not enough. For you ought to note, that neither of them have 
ever writ againſt the Dodrine or Diſcipline of this Church, but 
they have received anſwers to their damage. And this being 
confidered, you ought to lay to heart the dilturbance that ma- 
ny of you, that pretend to tenderncts of Conſcience, have 
formerly made, and do fiill make, in this Church and Stare, 
even at this preſent time, And you ought to conſider, that it 
this Church were overthrown, the Church of Rome would 
make it their great advantages end therefore many of them 
do encourage and afliit you in this preſent dilturbance, and 
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for no other end : And therefore, look about you in time, and 
do not ſay, when it 15 too late, Tow meant not to bring in Pope- 
ry « Burremcmoecr I once told you, there was a Lawyer that 
was {0 ipnorant. that he thought he ſpoke againit his Clients 
Adverlary, whcn he fpoke tor him, and meant it not, And 
aftcr luch a manner you ec for the Charch of Rome : For let 
me tell you. that if ever Pop-ry ora ſtanding Army, be (et up 
ia this Nation, ( which God grant I may never fec ) it is the 
indiſcrece zcal, and r<fticls activity of you and your Party 
that will bring both in, though you mean It not. 

Lct me ack you ſeriouſly, Can you thir.k the powerful man, 
that is vow become of the Romilh Church, did love you fo 
much, or, like your Principles fo weil, as to get a Suſpenſion 
of the Laws 2gainli Conventicles, becaule he liked your Opi- 
nions, or your Practices. when the power was in your hands, 
in the time of the late miſchievous Long Parliament 1640 ? 
Or can you think, he or his Party did hold a Correſpondence 
with ſome of the Chict of your Party, for any other end, bur 
to affifi in the ruine of the Engliſh Church £ no doubtleſs; for 
they know, and, you ought to cortider, that if that were 
but down, there were no vilible bank to ſtop the ſtream of 
Popery : nd then, farewel the liberty and cire of ten- 
der Conſciences ; There would be an «nd of that cajouling 
and Hattery. 

And next, let me a«k you this friendly queſtion: Do you 
think there is ſuch a fin as Herefie £ And it you think there be, 
let me ask you, Whether he that holds FHeretical Opinions 
ſhould be ſuffered to gu upand down to poyſon and perſuade 
others to his belict? And it you believe he ought not fo to 
do, then I ask, Whether Herefie can be known to be Hercſie, 
or prevented, or punithe, but by ſome power trulicd in the 
hands of ſome Perſon or Perſons whom the hight Power 
hath choſcn and trulied to judg what is Herefie ; And they, 
prevent, or ſuppreſs and puniſh it, And it you grant this, 
{ which no man of reaſon will deny )) I hope you will grant 
Clergy-men, whoſe time hath been ſpent intuch fiudies as have 
enabled them to know trath and falſhoed, are the fittelt to Judgp 
what is Hercſie: And it you grant this, then theſe judpes 
mult have ſome name to diftinguiſh them from others of the 
interiour Clergy. And, it by a name of diſtinction? I hope 
the 
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the known name of Biſhop ( or Church Governour ) which 1s 
ſo frequently uſed in Scripture, and the Writings of all the 
Fathers of the Church, and (9 well known in this and all 


- Nations, will not be by you excepted againſt. 


And this is told you in order to remembring you, that 10, 
the time of the late Long Parliament, 1640. the common 
Citizens had been {3 madded, by the diſcourſe and Sermons of 
the Nonconforming Miviti:rs, ( which pretended reniiinds 
of Conſcience ) that they, being poſſi lt with a furious zeal, 


went by troops to the Paritament at Weſtminſter, clamoured, 


and affront:d the Biſhops, as they went thither, and cried 
out, Nv Biſhops | ao Biſhips | that is to ſay, No Judgcs of 
Hereſte or Schiſm; No puniſhing of theſe, which you call ſins 3 
but, wt know are not : We know what is truth. and reſolve to do 
what is good in our own eyes. Andy ſuch ciamours, and, the 
malicious, miſguided, and aQtive Zeal that then pofiett thoſe 
people, and a minor part of the Parliament then titting ; 
The major and more prudent part of it, were fo atfronted, 


'and thrcatned, that they appeared not; and jn their abſence, 


the Biſhops voted as uſclfs, as the faid Zealous and Ipno- 
rant Common people had dc<tir*d. 

And now the hedge of Government, and puniſhment be- 
ing broken down : Dell, the Arch- Heretick , Printed his Book 
againſt the Holy Ghytz and that, and fo many ſuch other He- 
reſies and Blaſphemies were then Vented, Printed, and Jultiti- 
fied : as Lam neither willing to remember, or name. 

My good Coutin, this was the ctt.& of that ignorant zeal 
then 3 and,to this it tgnds now again: And to this it will come, 
if God be not (o good to this {inful Nation, as to make the 
Women, the Shop-keepers, and the middlc-witted People ot 
it, 1c{s butie, and more humble and lowly in their own eyes, 
and to think that they are neither called, nor arc fit to meddlc 
with, and judge of the moſt hidderf and mylterious points in 
Divinity, and Guverrn ment of the Church and State ; And in- 
ſtead of being Fufie bodies, C which St. Percy accounts to be a 
fin, 1 Pet.4.15. ) to follow that counſt] which Sr. Pazl gives 
to his Theſſalonians, '{o ſiudy to be quit, and ty d» thei own 
buſineſs, 2 Theſ.4.11. 

I have toid- you, how the major pait of the Parliament. 
and the Biſhops were ulcd by the minor part, and thoſe 
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pretenders to Conſcience, that were of their Party. Now, 
give me leave to tell you, how thele zcalous men, having 
gotten into all power, uſcd the two Univerſities of this Nati- 
on, and thoſe of the Beneticed Clergy, that would not vio- 
late thoſe Oaths they had taken, both when they took their 
degrees in the Univerſity, and at their entring into Holy Or- 
ders. at their being made Deacons and Pricſts ; As alfo, their 
Oaths to the Biſhop at their admiſſion into their (piritual Li- 
vings. and the care of Souls. 

And tirti for the uſage oft the Univerſities : Doubtle(s, all 
rational and unintercfied men cannot but think the Univer- 
fities fitteſt to make or judge of all lawful or unlawful Oaths : 
As alſo, of obediencc to Governours : But it was (o far other- 
wile, that very unlearned, and very untit men, were (cnt to 
Viſit, judge, and reform them. And, by them was alſo ſent 
the Covenant, and other Oaths tobe taken without diſputing 3 
to be taken, even by all, from the loweſt Gradzate to the 
higheſt in Order or Power z or to loſe their ſubliltence by 
being expelled both their Colledges and the Univerſity. 
And this was executed with very great ſiritne(s, and 
as much cruelty, by thcſe pretenders to tenderneſs of Con- 
{cience. 

And in like manner were all conformable Pexeficed Miniſters 
uſed by a Committce of cr#el and ignorant Triers z who were 
to examine and judge of their Learning, and their meaſures 
of Grace: And it they were by them judged defcQive in ei- 
ther, then they were unfit to hold cheir good Livings 3 And 
by this means, and their impoſing the Covenant and other 
Oaths, and their retuling to take them, thoſe good Livings 
became void, and tit for thoſe Tryers themſelves, or their 
Friends, that had Learning and Grace ( and Gratitude too. ) 
And they were quickly got into poſſefſion, and the right 
Owners as quickly impriſoned for not taking the Copenant, 
and other Oaths, contrary both to their Conlciences, and the 
many Oaths thcy had formerly taken. 

Solomon in his Book of Wiſdom, Chap. 2. makes the wicked. 
neſs of the ungodly firſt to blind them ; and then he makes them 
to lay, Our power # the Law of rightcouſncſs. And ſuch was 
the Power and Law of thele Tryers, and luch was their cruel 
aſage of that Power 3 as was too fadly tcſiihed by the great 
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ſuffering of the Conformable Clergy : Many, whoſe great po- 
verty and other ſufferings were tuch, and undergone with ſo 
much patience, and lo calm a fortitude (for many had Wives, 
and many Children ) that I proteſt, I hearda very conlidera- 
ble Papiſt fay in thofe times, That if their Clergy would have 
ſuffered balf fo much in the days of King Edward the Sixth, the 
Keligion of the Protcjtants had never prevailed ia England. 
W hich ſaying fcemed to me very conſiderable. 

And I think this to be conſiderable alſo, That thoſe 
Tryers, and thcir Brethren of the ſeveral Committees, came 
by degrces to diltinguith themſelves from others, by calling 
themiclves, The Godly Party; And by degrees came to ſuch a 
contidence that they only were (o 3 that they made God to be 
as crucland 1I] natured a God as they were men ; Not allow- 
ing him to ſave any, but themſelves, and their Party. 

But I will urge this no farther left the truth I write {cem 
tO bitter. 

But I rcturn to what may {ccm more conſiderable, and pro- 
bably leſs provoking. 

I do obſerve, that your Party that ſcruple many (mall 
things, (cruple not at the great tin of Schiſm: I think, they 
do (carce confider, Or think there is ſach a tin. And this is the 
more tobe wordrcd at , bccaule, inall the Reformed Churches 
1m Foreign Nations thcy think otherwiſc, and puniſh it. And 
they think the Defrine, and Diſcipline, and Publick Worſhip 
of God in our Church to be mutt Apoſt 1;cal, and mutt, agree- 
able to the Word of God : And many of them with theirs were 
like to ours. And, for a tcliimony of this. I reter you to a 
view of their ſeveral approbations of it, as they be colle&ed 
anc ſummed up, and lately publiſhed by Dr. Darell, foretimes 
Preacher of the Reformed French Church in the Savoy in 
London. | 

And for one tcltimony that the fin of Schiſm ought to 
be better confidercd, and carefully avoided by all p:ople, I 
ſhall in what follows give youa relation that may prove I am 
not firgular in this opinion: Withing molt att.Ctionately 
that it miy provcas uſctul as it is true, and as I intend 
It. 

In the late p<riccution of the Conformable Clergy, there 
was Dr. Eleazer Duncon, a Prebend, (1 think of Ely, or 
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Durham ) a man of ſingular learning, and of an unblcmiſhe 
life z but ſcqueſired hewas 3 and you may guels why. This 
good man being ſcquelired, and fo made ulclels as to the fer- 
vice of Gods Church publickly : And being independer.t of 
the world, as ts Wife and Children and weary of betrald- 
ing the raine of ſo many ſacred Structures, the crucl uſage, 
contempt, and poverty of the Conformable Clergy, ( tor 
many ot them had Wives and Children ) re{olved to {pend 
ſome part of the remaining part of his lite jn travel: And 
thereby to inform himſclt by conference and obſcrvation, 
what the belictand publick Worſhip of God was, both in the 
Greek and all the Latine Churchcs; not only thoſe that dc- 
pznd» but thoſe that be independent on the Church of Rome; 
and he did fo, to his great fatisfaGtion: And after lome years 
ſo ſpent, in his return homeward ( which was in the ycar 
164.8. ) he took Venice in his way : To which place he came 
indiſpolſed as to his health 3 and immediately tcll into a dange- 
rous Fever. 

This good man was in his long Travel {o noted for his Jearn- 
inz, and the ſanity of his life, that the day after his arrival 
in Venice he was ſent to by Father Fulgentio, who had becn the 
Pupil, and was now the Succcflor to Father Part in his Col- 
ledge of the Service ( Father Paul and Fwlgentio arc both fo 
known and valued by all the learned of 1raly, and all other 
Chriſtian Nations, that they neither need my CharzGQter or 
Commendations ) to er:quire his health, and an ofter of ad- 
vice to procureit. And, in order to both, he would wait on 
him next day, if he pleaſed to allow it. The lafi of which bing 
thankfully accepted 3 the Father did the next day at a (caſona- 
ble hour make him a charitable viſit : And after a loving and 
quiet Conference, the Father having treated him with wards 
of Chriſtian compaſſion, offered him a ſupply of money it he 
needed; and being ready to take his leave, told the Doctor, 
He and-his Colledge ſhould pray for him both day and night. Which 
good office the Doctor molt humbly acccpted of, and after gi- 
ving thanks, added this: 

Father, your Charity is the more perfec,in that you will do this 
Chriſtian office for one that your Church accounts an Heretick To 
which the Father's reply was © But I do not: I Jook up- 
<« on you as a true Catholick; yea, as a Contcfſor, forced 
** out 
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© out of your Native Country for the profefſion of the 'moſi 
« erue Religion 3 tor, 1 look upon the Church of England, as 
© ] know it by your Liturgy, Articles and Canons {( Iknow 
« not your practice ) to be the moſt Apoltolical Church in the 
« whole World, and the Church of Rome to be at this time 
« the mott impure. 

Atter which ingenuous profeſſion, the Father obſerving the 
Doctor to grow taint and uncabic, left him for that time 3 but, 
afttcr the Do&ors recovery, and during his fiay in Vexice, the 
Father and hc had many trce and friendly diſcourſes, of the 
ſame ſubjc&, in owe et which, the Doctor faid : 

Father, your Confeſion of the impurity of the Roman Church 
aud the 18. of your own Objecins, lately ſhew'd to me ag awft it, 
require an Apology for your continuing it that Communion. 

To which the Fathers reply was: 

& 4 man may live in an infited City, and not have the Plague, 
« My Judgment and publick Practice in Religion are both fo 
« well known here, and at Kyme, ( and both to my danger 
<« and damage ) that I may continue in it with more ſafety than 
< others : And, fcparation may be a fin in me, who Judge 
* the unity of the Church in which 1 was baptized and con- 
« fymcd , and the peace. of the State in which I was born, to 
<« be preferred before my private opinion, intercfi, or f(atis- 
<« fxction 3 and I think,to commit a Schiſm, and ſeparate trom 
<« that Church, would make me guilty of the fin of a Scandal 
* juſty given z and therefore live m ity and die in it I mult, 
«* though it be the impurctt of Chriliian Churches, But let 
* him that now 1snot of it, never be of that Church, which 
© is fo far departed from the Primitive purity, and now 
© maintained only by ſplendour, and the maxims,and practice 
© of polity. 

It you doubt the truth Tof this * The rruch needs nor 
rclation, I will give you unqueltt- ve ouvreds EN 
onable confirmation of it at our ,:, ne Biſtory of 
next meeting. It has been longer the council of trent « and 
than I intended, and I beg your par- then, reads his Lf: as it is 
don , and beg you alſo, to contider, *ruly writ oy 15 Diſciple 


: : - and Succeſion , this Father 
with what incontiderable zeal you 1,17, 1 now Prin- 


and your Party ruſh into Sechiſm, ted before the faid diftory. 
and give juſt cauſe of Scaudal by 
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oppoſing Government, and affronting that Church in which 
you were born, and baptized, ( and I hope confhimed by a 
Biſhop. ) I think the doing ſo, requires your fad and fcrious 
conlideration. For if there be ſuch fins as Schiſm and Scandal 
( and it there were not, they could not have names in Scrj- 
pture: ) then, give me leave to tell you, I cannot but wonder 
that you and the f{crop!e-mongers of your Party, ſhould ruſh 
into them, without any tenderneſs, or {cruple of Con- 
{ciencc. 

And here lct me tell you, the Chwch of Exgland, which 
you oppolc, enjoyns nothing contrary to Gods Word; and 
hath ſummcd vp in her Creeds and Catechiſm, what 15 neccl - 
jary for evcry Chritiian to know and to do : And can you,that 
are a Shop- keeper, or private man, think that you are fit to 
tcach axd judge the Church, or the Church fit to teach and 
judge you? Or can you think the latcty or peace of the State 
or Church in which you live ſhould depend upon the fcruples 
end miltakes of a party of the Cominon Pcople, whoſe in- 
difcreet and uQtive zcal makes them like the relilels Seribes and 
Phariſees, Mat. 13.15 who compals Sea and Land to pet 
| artics to be of their opinions, and by that means beget con- 
tulion in both? No, doubtleſs: Common realon will not al- 
low of this belief; for a liberty to preach and perſuade to 
your dangerous Principlcs, would euflame the too hot and fu- 
rious zcal of fo many of your Party 3 and beget fo wany more 
reftlc!s and dangerous contentions, that there could be ncj- 

: ther quiet or ſafety in a Nation, but 

* Warneſs the late mur- 1, Keping a tianding Army *,which 
ther of the Scotch Bl- , | 
thop. I koow you dereſt,and from the caute 

of which God dcliver us. I have 
told you oftcn, that Samuel (ſays, 1 Sam.15.23- Rebellion 1s 
like the fi of Witchcraft and I cannot tell you too often ther 
Schiſm is too like that myſterious fin3 for when the tire of 
Schiſm and Rebellion is kindlcd, no man knows where it will 
end. Conſider this, and remember, that St. Fzde accounts 
them that make Sets, to be flſhlyz and not to bave the Spirit of 
Ged, which ton many of your Fratcrnity pretend to. 

And now, after (o long ferioulncls, give me liberty to be 
ſo pleaſant as to tell you a Tale, by which I intend not to pro- 
vpke you, but to explain my meaning. 

** There 
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«© There was a North-Country man, that came young and 
*© poor to Logdon,to (eek that which he call'd his fortune, and 
«© it proved to be an Holilcr in an Inn of good note in that 
« City, in which condition he continued lome years, and by 
* diligence and frugality got and ſaved fo much moncy, that in 
© time he became the Matter of that Inn. And not long atrer 
* his arrival to that happineſs, he (crit tor three ot his Neeces, 
© one to ſerve him in his Kitchinz and the other two did 
& {f:rve tor ſome years in a like condition in other houſes, 1] 
* mine Hoſt their Unkle diced; who, at his death, left co each 
* of tham a hundred pound, tu buy each of them a North- 
© Country Husband ; and alſo to cach of them ten pound ty 
* buy new Cloaths, and bear their charges into the North, © 
* {ce their Mother. 

*© The three Silters reſolved to go together 3 and the day 
* being appointed, two of them bought very fantaſtical 
* Cloachs, and as gaudy Ribbands, intending thereby to be 
< noted and admired 3 bat the third was of a more frugal hu- 
** mqur, ( yet aimed at admiration too ) and faid ſhe would 
* fave [cr money, wear her old Cloaths, and yet be noted and 
© get reputation at a cheaper rate; For (hc would hold ſome fin- 
* pular new fanta{iical opinion in Religion,and thereby get ad- 
© mixers, and 3s many as they ſhouldz and it proved lo, 

And dobtleſs thisis the Ambition of many Women, Shyp- 
kcepers,aud other of the Common Peopl: of very mcan parts, 
who wou!d not be admired or noted if they did not trow- 
ble themſclv:s and others, by nolding ſome odd, impertinent, 
lingular opinions. And tell me treely, do not vou think that 
ilence would become our Colin Mrs. B— than to talk fo mich 
and (0%0ly. ayain't ihofe Clergy: men,and others that buy as 
the Altar, ' ſhe ſays t» rize Altar ) and uſe other like reverence 
in Churchcs, whcic (he and her Party are fo familiar with 
God as touſc none? And concerning which let mc ti] you 
my thoughts, and then leave you to judge. Almighty God in 
the Second Commandment ſays, he would have none to bow 
down or worſhip a graven Image - Intimating, as I {appole, 
a Jcaloufie, 1cit rhit reverence or worſhip, which belongs 
only to him, be afcribcd or given to an Idol, or Image. But, 
that reverence and worſhip does belong to him, and was al. 
ways paid to him, is to :;me manitelt by what the Prophet 
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David ſays, Pſal. 5. I will in thy fear worſhip towards thy holy 
Temple. And again, I will praiſe thy name, and worſhip to- 
wards thy holy Temple. And again, Pfz!. 132.138. O let ws 
worſhip, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord The and 
many more might be urged out of the Did Teltamenr, And in 
the New, you may fee it 1s a duty to worſhip God, Firit, 
Se, Panl fays, Hcb.i3.10. We have an Altzr, And you may 
note, Rev.22 9. where the Anpel that had ſhewed St. Fob a 
Vilion, forbad him to tall down to him, but bad hin fall 
down and worſhip God. And apain, Chap. 14.7. Worſhip bim 
that made hcaven and earth. \} omit more Icliimonics which 
might be multiplied, and (hall tell you next, that Churches 
are ſacred, ard not to be uſed prophancly: For you may 
note, that our Saviour did, with a divine indignation, whip the 
money-changers out of the Temple for polluting it 3 and laid, Hz 
hauſe ſhould be called the houſe of Prayer. 

And lct me tell you, that in the Primitive times, many of 
thoſe humble and devout Chriftians, whoſe ludden Journeys, 
or buſineſſes of preſent necefity, were fuch as not toallow 
them time to attend the publick Worthip and Prayers of the 
Church, would yet exprels their devotion by going into 
Church or Oratory, and there bow at the Altar, then kneel 
"and beg of God to pardon ther fins paſt : and to hethiir direcr 
and proter that day 3 and having agein bowed toward the 
Eaſt at the Altar, begin their Journcy, or bufinels, and they 
thought God well pleated with fo thort a Prayer, and ſuch a 
Sacritice. | 

Much more might be ſaid for bowing at the Altar, and 
bowing toward the Eaſt : ButI forbear. 

And now let me ask you fecrioutly; Do you think this, 
which I think tobe a duty, ought to be forborn, becauſe our 
Cotin ard her Party are ſ{candalized at it? Or do you think 
when 1, in a late diſcourſe, told her, how reſtleſs and aQive 
her Vnkle, ard Father, and the reſt of the Presbyterian Party 
had been in promoting the Jate Contufions, and placing all 
Powcr in that Parliament, 1640. that murthered Dr.Laud, 
the late religlous Biſhop of Canterbury, the late good and pious 
King Charles, and were the cauſe of ffilling ſo much in- 
noccnt bleud, and rujne of ſo. many harmleſs Faritics? 
Can you think hers to be a reaſonable excuſe ; That God 
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hid determined or appointed this, becauſe we were a ſiuful 
Nation. 

It ſhall be granted, that we were ( God knows we til] are )) 
a ſinful Nation: And dcelerved a heevy punithment 3 and God 
did puniſh us juſily ; bur they had no appointment to be the 
ex ecution ers of that Jultice ; They appoirted themici ves, firft 
co udge, and then to be the Exccutioncrs of iis will. And bee 
fore I pals further, I ny obſcrve, it was Gods Will.that his orly 
Sor our Saviour ſhould be betrayed ; But who would be the Fu 
todo it ? Or the Souldiers that Crucihed him ? Or could 7 
d.s look back with comfort that he was uled in betraying him 7 
I hope it is far from your thought to think or (ay fo. 

Let me tell you, that the 1: arncd Dr. Abbot, the late Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that was next bete re Dr. Laul 
C wholt head your Long Parliament cut oft ) intended to kj! 
a Buck, 1621. but the Arrow did ſo glance, that ke kilPd che 
Keeper immediately. The Church of Englaxd judges ſudden 
death to be a puniſhment, and therefore prays 2paintl it, Ard 
though it is certain God would not have puniſhed that Keeper 
with a ſudden death if the Keeper had not deſerved it; and 
certain alſo that the good Biſhop thought (oz yer he limented 
to the laſt hour of his own life, that his hand was uk d tobring 
ſudden death upon another. And he teltihed his ſorrow, og 
what I ſhall rclate to you, | 

* After that refilcfs night, which followed this (ad accident, 
© he fent early in the morning for the Keepers Wife ; bemozn'd 
* himſcli to her, and begg'd her pardon 3 which being ob- 

* tained, heſetled upon her an annuity, by which ſhe was en: 
© abled to live with much more caſe and plenty, though Pro- 
{« bly with leſs comfort, than it (he had itil] enjoy cd he r ans if- 
© band. For her two Daughters, he provided com ;pctent PC 
« tions; and a better education and (cttlement for hor three 
« Sons, than the Fathcr could probably have mad it hc had 
&« (til lived. 

« This he did for them. And as for himfclf, this ſad acci- 
<« dent begot in him that which St, Paz rejoyced to hind in his 
* Corinthians, 2 Cor. 7.11, even a godly ſorrow, and revenge ; 
« for he kept a fevers Weekly Faſt, cho day that this fad acci- 
« gent befc] him, during the remainder of his litz ; and cid 
<* lamenting it, 
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Let me ſtop here, and tcll you, it is far otherways with you 
and your Presbyterian Party, than with this penitent Bithop ; 
For, though it is molt certain you were the cauſe of the late 
Confulion in the Church, and of the War and Bloud that fol- 
lowcdit; yct I do not find one of you that lays his hand 
upon his breaſt, and ſays : 

Lord what have I done ? Lord pardon me. No. you are far 
from chat temper : And, he that conſiders the temper of the 
preſent times, and your refilcls aRtivity in it, may conclude, 
you are as Willing to begin new Commotions, as you arc ſenſe- 
leſs of the o1d. 

My meaning is not, in faying this to upbraid, or provoke 
you 3 but rathcr to convince and unbeguile you . And that [ 
may the better do that, I will in what tollows anſwer ſome of 
the moſt material of your common objections. 

Youlſay, the Biſhops have great revenues, and preach not for it, 
to which I will anſweryou in love; Firſt, you fay that che 
Biſhops revenues are much greater than indeed they are + And 
you {ce to repine, becauſe you do not confider, how much 
mult go out of them, by Firft- Fruits, Tenths, and other pay- 
ments of necefhity. And you ought to conlider, much muſt po 
out in Bounty and Charity, and ſome in Hoſpitality and State. 
I ſay in liate and attendance : For is it fit that the Judge of all 
the inferiour Clergy of his Diocc(s, and of many ot the Laity, 
fhould not have a liberal Revenue, and live in more plenty and 
'fplendour than the Common People do, or can do ? Doubt. 
lefs it is neccffary 3 For Jet him be never ſo prudent and dili- 
gent; ſo inwardly humble, and outwardly meek, yct if he 
have not a Revenue to live above the Common People, he 
muſt make himfelt a Companion for them, and Joſe the reve= 
rence due to his Digaity; and, by that, make himſclt buth 
cheap, and contemptible z and he that will conſider the ne- 
ccflicy of a Biſhop's living thus, and the ſmal] Revenue that 
mott of the Biſhops have, may turn his malipning them their 
Revenue, into a wonder, how they make their Revenue to do 
it, and aPity it 1s no more, 

There are indeed, ſome few of them, whoſe Revenucs do 
abound ; and I thinkT ſhall not be miſtaken it I fay, thre have 
becn by th.m more High-ways mendcd, ard more Hoſpitals, 
Schools, and Colledges built and endowed, than by five 
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tirnes their number of Lay Loxds,or by all the Phyſicians and Law- 
yers of this Nation, though very many of their employments, curn 
to much more prohr 5 and yet, theirs is not repined at. 

And Ict mie tell you alſo, it is not often that any is made a Bithop 
eill the age of lixty yearsz and then he undertakes the Care and 
toyl of Government, to prevent Herefie and Schiſm, or {upprels and 
puniſh them; and, as occafion ſerves, by his writing to defend this 
Church from the Clamours of the Church of Rome, or the rclilets 
Secarics of this. And may not the Revenue of a Biſhop be thought a 
jult reward for his forty years palt (tudy, and his prelent care,though 
he preach not? And yct many of then do preach often, though not 
weekly. And let me add this to what is ſaid ; Whar it the King 
thould give the Revenue toa Bithop only becauſe he is learned, and 
condition with him not topreach; or make a Doctor of the Civil 
Law a Biſhop, who 1s not in Orders, and ſhould not preach, but 
govern, ( which I think he may do, ) what is this co you or your 
Party? You ought to conſider this, and that the Biſhops Revenucs 
was never theirs, nor yours, nor your Predeccfſors, nor can any 
man now living claim it tor his. It is only and moſt certaialy Gods 3 
given to him by our Kings Pred<ceſſors, and our King appoints 
who ſhallgovern the Church under him, and have the Churches 
Revenue for* their reward. 

More might be added,but I am as weary of laying this,as you will 
be to read it. 

Now for Preaching, I praiſe God I underfiand my duty both to 
him and my neighbour, the berter by hearing of Sermons, And 
though I be defective in the performance of both ( for which I be- 
ſeech Almighty God to pardon me _) yet, 1 had becn a much worſe 
Chrittian it 1 had not frequented the blefſed Ordinance of Preaching, 
which has convinced me of my many fins paſt, and begot ſuch ter- 
rours of Conſcience as have begot in me holy reſolutions to amend 
my life, and carneſt Prayers to Almighty God, the giver of all 
grace, to enable me by his grace to perform thoſe holy refolutions ; 
This benefit, and many other like benefits, I, and other Chriſtians 
have had by Preaching: And God forbid we ſhould ever uſeit (oy 
or (0 provoke him by our other fins as to withdraw this bleſſed Or- 
dinance from us, or turn it into a curſe by preaching Herefie and 
S$chiſm, which tov many have done in the late time ot Rebellion, 
and indeed now do in many Conventicles, and their Auditors 
think (ſuch Preaching is ſerving God z when God knows it is 
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contrary» © Forcan you think © it an hour in a warm Room, up. 
<. onan cafie ſeat, your head covered. your mind at rſt, and your 
&« malicious humour pleaſed to hear your Governours ſcandalized, 
<« and with their {candals ſome new necdlefs Notions offered to your 
&« confideration 3 and then their truth or falſhood Ieft for you to 
<« judgeand determine ? Can you think you are at this time (cr. 
<« ving God, or ſatisfying your own curiofity os malicious humout? 
« doubtleſs not ſerving God, 

Nay, let it be granted, that you hear nothing but truth preach'd, 
yet I queſtion whether the dire&ion how you ſhould honour ard 
{crve God, be honouring and (ecrving him. 

For example, It a Maſter calls his Servant, and gives him po- 
fitive diretions what he (hall do the day following, and the Servant 
hears him with good attention, but negles to do what he is dire- 
ced? Can you think the hearing his Maſicrs direQion is ſer- 
ving him ? No doubtleſs, itis not; it is granted he could not have 
known his Maſters will without hearing it, but he ſerves him not 
by hearing his dircRtion, but doing his Will, 

And thc like may be obſerved, concerning your magnifying ex- 
remp.rary Prayer by gifted men in publick ; and contempt ot the 
Church Litzrgy. The tuſt of which you call praying by the Spi- 
ritz but doubtleſs, it was an evil Spirit that Fohy Lilboura, Hugh 
Peters, and many others of your Party prayed by, in the days of 
Cromwel the Tyrant, when they prayed to God to prolong bi life, 
to ftreugthen bis Arm, and inable him with zeal and courage, toperfedl 
what he had ſo happily begun, and make a thorow Reformation in the 
Church and whole Nation. And in the ſame Prayer to libel our late 
vertuous King,by praying to God,zhat if he had not wholly withdrawn 
bis grace, and given him over to a reprobate ſenſe, that be would at laſt 
bring bim back, from bis preſent evil Council to his great Conncil the 
preſent godly Parliament. 

Thus, or to this purpoſe, was that pious and prudent King 
libelled in your publick extemporary Prayers. and the Tyrant mag- 
nified by thoſe that were fo ſhameleſs as to call themſcIves the godly 
Party. And many well-meaning people were {o beguilcd as to lay 
Amen to what was thus prayed. And by this means the Church- 
Litzrgy came to be abhorred by ſome, and neglected by almoſtall : 
And can you think, praying thus, and appointing God in their 
Prayers what he was to do for them, and their Caule, and when, 
and by what manner and mcans he was to do it, was honouring 
and (crving him ? No doubtleſs. God 
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God forbid, that private Chriſtians ſhould be ſo tied to (et 
Foims of Prayer, as not in their retired and private devotions to 
make their private Contcflions of their private fins to the ſearcher 
of al! hearts ; and beg their pardon of Þim, and pray extempore 
for {i.ch a meaſure ot his afſiftting grace fo to ſtrengthen them, that 
they may never rclaple into thoſe, or the like fins ; This doubtleſs 
is to konour and (erve God, but this 1s but to honour and ſerve him 
privately : And it I be miliaken in my private Prayers my miſtakes 
concern only my (cit, and end there, But it is not ſo in your Pub- 
lick extemporray Prayers, the miſchief is not ended when the Prayers 
are, 
And that thele ſhould juſtle out the well-known, and approved 
Prayers of the Church, which were compoſed, and fo pathetically 
and properly worded by the aſlifiance of Gods Spirit, in many of 
thoſe blefled Martyrs and Confteflors, whom he made his Infiru- 
ments to ſettle and reform the Church of England from the groſs 
Corruptions of that of Rome : I fay,that you and your Party ſhould 
not when you conlider this, grieve to think it was done by you, 15 to 
mea wonder and I praiſe God that he makes me look upon it with 
a thankful deteſtation, 

And now, good Colin, give me lcave to tell you, C as Idid your 
Brother in a Lettcr writ fome years paſt ) what I do ( or ought in 
duty to do) when I make my {elf a Member of any Chriſtian 
Congregation, aſſembled to pay reverence to Almighty God, and 
pray and praiſe him according to the Injunion and Cuſtom of ours 
Church. 

« Firſt, We all do, I am ſure, they that know beſt, and are 
© moſt devout do, all kneel, and as many as w<ll may with their 
&« faces toward the Eaſt, and in that order, and humble poſture, 
©« and, with one conſent, all make their general and humble Con- 
« feſſion of their unworthincls to appear before God, by reaſon of 
&« their many and gricvous fins paſt : And we beg pardon for them, 
« and his gracc to ſerve him the remaining part of our lives 
© with more purity and holine(s : And having confeſt, and praycd 
<« thus; if the Searcher of all hearts does bear witneſs with us. that 
« this Conteflion and theſe Praycrs bc ſincere, and that our purpoſe 
«1s to amend our lives, and obey him better: We do, and may 
<< put on a modeſt confidence, that he will affit us with his grace > 
«* and be aſſured, that he 1s at peace with us, and loves us. 
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* And this being done in an humble and ardent manner, we pro- 
* ceed to laud and magnitie our God in a joynt repeating a- pait of 
* the Pſalms, which are all compoſed of gratitude, and mercy. 
* And then apply our ſclves to the heating ſore part of Gods holy 
* Word read, tor our information and comtort. 

** And then to a publick profeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith. And 
© then we again betake our fclves to beg of God, that by his pre- 
©* renting grace We may be that day delivered from the temptations 
* and miſcries that threaten our ſouls and bedics; and beg for his 
* afiſting grace to ſirengthen us fo, that we may oppoſe and over- 
* come both, 

« And having thus humbly confeſt our fins, and thus profcfi our 
* Chriſtian Faith, and thus begg'd bis pardon, and both his prevent- 
* ing and afſijting grace for the time to come : And all theſe in fuch 
** a manner as they be all, molt pathetically exprelt in the feveral] 
* CollcAsof our Church-prayers : The Congregation is difſolv'd 
* with the Pricfts blefling 3 and all betake thcmſclves to their ſeve= 
* ral cmployments. 

« Ard for my part I thirk God and his holy Angels look down 
* with joy whea they bchold a Chriſtian Congregation thus in one 
* manner adoring, and prailing God, and praying for the remiſſ- 
© on of their ſins. 

Your bcing {ſo much a ſtranger to our Charch Prayers, has inclined 
me to give you this large account of them, and of my own thoughts, 
I might here undertake alſo to ſatisfie your fcruples of kneeling at 
the Sacrament, and the Ring in Marriage 3 but there has been fo 
many good reaſons given 'of them, in (cveral ſmall Treatiſcs, for 
the juſtihcation of them, that I will dccline that trouble, both for 
yours and my own fake; And offer unto you the few following 


obſervations, and ſo put an end both of yours and my own trouble. . 


And, in order to doing this, I dcfire you to look back with me to 
the beginning of the late Long Parliament 1640... at which time we 
wcre the quicteſt and happicſt people in the Chriſtian World : 
( And praiſcd be God: we yet are ſo, ) we had then a prudent and 
conſciencious King, whoſe life was a-pattexn of Temperance, Patii- 
ence, Piety, and indeed of all the Chriſtian Graces, He governed I 
think by the known Laws of the Nation: Every man fate then un- 
der the ſhadow of his ewn Vine, and did cat his own Grapes: 
that is, «pjoy'd the benehit of his own Jabour, and cat his own 


bread in pcace. We had then no nced of a Coart of guard to keep 
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the diſcontented inferiour people from riſing againſt Government * 
We had then no need to raile thole Monthly Taxes to pay thoſe 
Courts of guard, and other Charges, that are now come to be of ne- 
cclljity, to ſecure us from the yet unſeen Commotions of a malici- 
ous, reltleſs, diſcontented Party, which were fiſt made fo by the 
example of the #!-natured Presbyterians ; And continue to be fo by 
retaining the deſtructive Principles they then taught them 3 and 
which do tiill threaten us with new Commotionsz thus happy we 
were then, and he that conliders the preſent miſcries of Germany, 
Poland, France; and indeed, of all Chriſtian Nations, how many . 
Citics lately were, and at this time are belicged , what devaſiations, 
and raviſhings, and fears follow running Armies, what terrours and . 
wants thoſe poor diſtreſſed people now groan under ! he that confi- 
ders all this, and compares our preſent condition with theirs, ought 
to ſay, that England is at this time the happiclt Nation in the Chri- 
fijian world ; But our unhappinels is, that peace and plenty will not. 
ſuffer us to think fo, and tiudy to be quiet and thankful, 

This, I beſeech you to confider (criouſly 3 and good Cofin, let me 
adviſeyou to be one of the thanktul and quict Party for it will 
bring peace at laſt. Let neither your diſcourſe or pratice be to encou- 
rape, or aflitt in making a Schiſm in that Church in which you were 
baptized,and adopted a Chrittian, for you may continue in it with 
fatety to your foul; you may in it ſtudy fanctihcation, and praQtile it 
to what.degrec Cod by his grace ſhall enable you ; You may faſt as 
much as you will z be as humble as you will z pray both publickly 
and privately as much as you will; vitit and comfort as many diſtref-- 
ſed and dejeced Families as you will ; be as liberal and charitablc 
to the poor as you think tir, and are able. Theſe, and allother of 
thoſe undoubtcd Chriliian graces, that accompany Salyation you 
may praQiſe, cither publickly or privately, as much, and as often . 
as you think titz and yer keep .in the Communion of that Church 
of which you were made a Mcmberat your Baptiſm. The Gra- 
ces you may practiſe, and not be a buſic-body, in promoting Schiſm 
and Fadion ; As God knows your Fathers Friends, Hugh Peters and 
Fohn Lilbourn did, to the ruine of themſelves, and many of their 
Diſciples. Their turbulent lives, and uncomfortable deaths, are 
not I hope yet worn out of the memo: y of many. He that compares 
them with the holy lite and happy death of Mr. George Herbert, as 
it is plainly and I hope truly writ by Mr. Iſaac Walton, may in it 
find a perf. & pattern for an humble and devout Chriſtian to 
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imitztc; And he that conſiders the refitl:(5 lives, and uncomfor- 
table deaths of the other two,(who always liv'd like the Salamander 
in the tire of contention ) and conliders the diſmal conſequences of 
Schiſm and Sedition, will C if prejudice, or a malicious Zeal have 
not ſo blinded him, that he capnot (ce xcafon ) be fo convinc'd as to 
beg of God to give him a mcek and quiet ſpirit, and that he may 
by his grace be prevent<d irom being a bulie-body in what concerns 
him not. 

The reaſons that I have offered to your conſideration, have 
crouded fo. fait into my preſent memory, that they have made my 
Letter more perplext, and longer, and indeed ſome cxprefſions in 
it bittcrer than I intended when I began it ; But 1 beg your pardon 
for both. And ſuppoſing I have it, I will cloſeall with this friendly 
advice and caution. 

Remember you and I are but Citizens, and muſt take much that 
concerns our Religion and Salvation upon truft : I will explain 
my meaning for what I ſay, and have ſaid, by this following 
Parable. 

<« There was a man, that was and continued under fo great a 
©® miliake, that though he thought and granted his Neighbour to be 
< {irong enough tolitta hundred pound weight from the ground, 
* yet could not be brought to believe, or grant, that he was able to 
© lift fifty pound weight from itz which was doubtleſs a great 
*- miſtake, But, if you will give me leave, I will explain my (elf 
<* by a more proper Parable, and then make my Application. The 
© ſame miſtaking-man offered, and was willing to lend his Neigh- 
* bour a hundred pound ( _ were his whole Eſtate ) upon 
< his fingle Bond, but being deſired to lend him tifty pound upon 
« his Bond, he durſt not trufi him with that Iefſer Sum, left the 
© Borrower ſhould not be able to repay him: And fo he C the 
* Lender _) prove to be undone by the Borrowers inability torepay 
© him. 

Before I make my Application of what I have told you, give me 
leave to te]l you, the Papiſts would obtrude upon all Chriſtians a 
belick chat all thoſe doubtful Books, which the Church of England 
calls Apocrypha!, were certainly writ by Divine Inſpiration, and 
ought to be of <qual Authority with thoſe which we call Canonical 
Scriptare; and that the foundation for our faith and manners to 
God and man may, and mufi be laid cqually upon both. But I 
think we agree with the Papiſts concerning all the Books of the 
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New Teſtament, that is, that all were writ by Pivine Irſpiratio:s 
But the Lutherans deny fone part of the New Teltament, which 
both the Papitis and we bclicve and grant to be writ by Divine 
Inſpiration. 

And now for my Application; let me ask you fcriouſly, 
Are not you like this miltaking-man, that durit trutt a greater, 
but not trutt the Borrower with a Ifſer Sum of money? You 
have truiied the Biſhops, and a ſ[clef Clergy in a Convocation to tell 
you, Theſe you ſhall take to be Canonical #oks of Seripture, and #9 
other ; Upon the truck of thoſe, and only thoſe, that they de- 
clarc to be the holy Scriptare, you lay the foundation of your Faith, 
and hope of Salvation. You have truſted the Biſhyps, that is, 
the Church of England, firit, their Learning and Wildom to know, 
and then their Integrity to tell you truly which is the bleſſed and 
boly Scripture: With theſe great and necellary concerns of your 
Faith and Salvation you have truſted them; and yet, like the mi- 
ſftaking man, you dare nut trult them with what 15 of lefs con- 
ccrn : Namely, you do not believe them when they tcll you how 


the Primitive Chriſtians did worthip, and praiſe, and pray to 
God: And though you have truſted them to tranſlate the Scri- 


ptures into Englith, as bcing belt learned in the Original Lan- 
gages yet you dare not, or do not trult them with the explana- 
tion of many words which have in the Original an ambiguous 
or doubtful meaning, eſpecially to us of the Laity, who cannot 
know the Cuſtoms and Phraſcs of thoſe Nations where our 
Saviour and his Diſciples preached the glad tidings of our com- 
mon Salvation. 

Colin, I hope I have in this made ſome unforc'd, and (o uſeful 


| Obſervations, as an humble and good Chriſtian will not gain- 


ſay : And, doubtleſs, a foul truly humble, will both think and 
{ay, 
Almighty God hath appointed me to live in an Age, in which 
Contention increaſes, and Charity decays and it is certain, that 
varicty of Opinions and Controverlics in Religion declare difficulty 
to know them truly z but my comtort is, That without Controverſie, 
there is ſo much Religion without Controverſie, as by the true praftice of 
what is ſo T may ſave my;Soul. And theretore, to make Cure of that, 
L will firſt become an humble Chrilftian, and conclude, that 1 will 
in all doubtful things obey my Governours, for fure they lee a rea- 
ſon, which I neither can, or need to know, why they 6ommand 
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them : I will be ſure to be humble, to faſt and pray, to be Chari- 
t2ble, to viſit and comfort dejeted Families, to love my Neigh- 
bours, to-pardon my Enemies, and to do good to a)l Mankind, as 
far as God {halt enable me: Forl am ſure theſe be Sacrifices which 
pleaſe Almighty God, and will briag peace atlaſt; And, Lam ſure, 
that by uſing theſe graces, theſe graces, and my faith in Chriſts Me- 
rits for my Salvation, will: be more and more confirmed ; and by 
{till uſing thew, more, and more new graces will be ſtill added 
and all be ſiill-more and more confirmed ; fo confirmed, as to bear 
witneſs with me, and be my comtort when I muſt make my laſt and 
great account tothe Searcher of all hearts. 

Almighty God give me grace to praQiiſe what 1 have com- 
' mended to your conſideration ; for chis, and this only, can, and 
will make my life quict-and comfortable, and my death happy. 
And, my dear Cofin, as I with my own, fo-I wiſh yours may 
be. 


September T2, 
1679, 


Tour AﬀeGtionate Kinſman, 


R. W. 


THE END. 
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